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mined   my husband  to ask  to be relieved.    Ac-^                         .               .
cordingly he did so, but his request was unheeded
at headquarters.    In the interval President Johnson made an able appeal to Congress, which is given
;                   below, stating that some public recognition was
due General Hancock for his patriotic conduct and important services. Instead of taking the course of action recommended by the President, every effort was made to bring General Hancock's military career to a close. Success for a time seemed to favor the scheme, when General Garfield presented to Congress for consideration his before-. mentioned happy and economical scheme for reducing the number of major-generals in the army, if                  which, to the credit of Congress, failed to become
a law.
After General Hancock's failure in obtaining a response to his application to be relieved, he applied direct to President Johnson, to accept his resignation in case his application was not attended to at once. After this arbitrary action, it would have been impossible for him to continue with advantage his honest purpose in the administration of Southern affairs, if for no other reason than the arrogance of the negro element, manifested in their unbearable insolence after their triumph over
*                   General  Hancock,  for  such  they   considered it;
\                   and the  sequel showed that to a certain  extent;                   down in his Order No. 40.    But his constitutional
